
Question for follow-up:  Are there any schools or school districts that make the transfer of 
credits easy or easier?  Does any school district have a more flexible policy about reviewing 
transfer credits or transcript issues?  Are the credit transfer requirements local or statewide?  
Are there laws prohibiting more flexibility in credit transfer between schools? 
 
TEA is not aware of any school districts that make the transfer of credits easy or that have a 
more flexible policy regarding award of transfer credits. 
 
Award of credit is outlined in 19 TAC §74.26.  Credit earned toward state graduation 
requirements by a student in an accredited school district shall be transferable and must be 
accepted by any other school district in the state.  Credit earned in a local-credit course may be 
transferred only with the consent of the receiving school district. 
 
A school district must ensure that the records or transcripts of an out-of-state or out-of-country 
transfer student (including foreign exchange students) or a transfer student from a Texas 
nonpublic school are evaluated and that the student is placed in appropriate classes promptly.  
The district may use a variety of methods to verify the content of courses for which a transfer 
student has earned credit.  Once a district verifies that a student has earned credit for a course 
with content equivalent to courses required for graduation in Texas public schools, the district 
may award the transfer credit.  Some districts use assessments as part of their method for 
determining proficiency and awarding credit while others might make decisions strictly by 
reviewing transcripts and other records that the student presents.  
 
All decisions regarding award of credit (transfer credit or not) should be based on demonstrated 
proficiency in the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for a given course.  TEA is not aware of 
any laws that prohibit flexibility in credit transfer between schools. 
 
Question for follow-up:  Are all records electronic for all school districts? 
Question for follow-up:  Is there consistency to the format of the records?  Do the records look 
the same in all districts? 
Question for follow-up:  Is there a standard form for entering the data into the TREx system?  If 
so, are schools using it? 
Question for follow-up:  Although there is a list of documents required to be in TREx, this 
allegedly isn’t happening.  Where is the breakdown in practice? 
 
TREx is a statewide system that uses a standard XML file format for all districts to upload the 
data to the TREx application.  The student records and high school transcripts generated by 
TREx from the file uploads all have the same format. 
 
The student record information transmitted through TREx is created locally by extracting data 
from the local student information system. It is the responsibility of the district to implement 
software that will extract the required data from the local student information system and create 
an xml file in the prescribed format for uploading to TREx. 
   
The receiving district/campus has the ability to download and store the data once the 
district/campus accepts the student record/transcript through TREx. TREx does not 
automatically update the receiving campus’ student information system. However, additional 
time and effort may be saved if the district chooses to modify the local software extract to 
populate the local student information system upon receipt of the requested information. 
 



A difference in documents between school districts depends on the information districts 
populate in the TREx XML file.  Not all districts are populating all of the data in the XML file used 
to load the data to the TREx application.  There are a number of reasons for this. 
 

1. Not all schools keep all of the requested information online; therefore, it cannot 
be extracted electronically.  Student Assessment information is one example.  If 
the information is required for TREx, schools are required to scan the information 
in and attach it as a document to the student record.  

  
2. Some data by its very nature is kept as a text document, for instance individual 

education plans for special education students.  Schools are required to scan this 
information and upload it to TREx as an attachment to the student record.  Some 
districts still do not have scanners in the Registrar’s office and some staffs 
believe that it is faster to fax the text documents. 

 
3. Although TREx is a statewide system intended to be used by all schools to 

facilitate the timely and secure exchange of student information, there are no 
penalties authorized in legislation if a school does not include all of the required 
information.  

 
Question for follow-up:  Are there federal and/or state statutes that prevent special 
education/ARD records from going with the child?   
Question for follow-up:  What information is required by TREx? 
 
The TEA Student Attendance Accounting Handbook describes the following minimum 
information that must be transmitted when a student transfers from one Texas public school 
district or open enrollment charter school to another under Withdrawal Procedures.  
  

• Student ID (Social Security Number or State-Approved Alternate ID); 
• Prior ID (Social Security Number or State-Approved Alternate ID, if different from above); 
• Local Student ID Number, if used; 
• County-District-Campus Number; 
• Campus Name and Phone Number; 
• First, Middle, and Last Name and Suffix of the student; 
• Gender, Ethnicity, and Date of Birth of the student;  
• Current Grade Level for the student; and  
• Immunization records. Texas Education Code (TEC) §25.002(a)(3). 

 
In addition, TEC 7.010 requires the following information to be included with the student records 
sent though TREx. Note that the IEP may be scanned and sent as an attached file.  
 

• Student Course or Grade Completion 
• Teachers of Record 
• Student Assessment Results 
• Receipt of special education services, including placement in a special education 

program and individualized education program developed (IEP). 
• Students Personal Graduation Plan  

 
Registrars are encouraged to send all relevant information that is available through TREx when 
a student transfers from one school to another.  While schools are not required to send copies 



of birth certificates or social security cards through TREx when a student transfers, these 
documents may be scanned and transmitted as attachments if the registrar chooses. 
 


